Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 TEL AV 03815 3I0937Z 
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INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 /026 W 

3I0939Z 002272/17 

O3I085IZMAY 77 
EM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
TO AMEMBASSY RABAT IMMEDIATE 
INEO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6398 

CONEIDENTIAL TEL AVIV 3815 

EXDIS 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PEOR, PINT, MO, IS 

SUBJECT: CHAIRMAN OE WORLD CONGRESS OE NORTH AERICAN JEWS TO VISIT 
MOROCCO 

REF: A. CASABLANCA 477 
B.TEL AVIV 827 

1. SHALL BEN-SIMHON, CHAIRMAN OF THE WORLD CONGRESS OF 
NORTH AFRICAN JEWS, LEADER OF THE MOROCCAN IMMIGRANTS' 
ASSOCIATION IN ISRAEL, AND MEMBER OE THE HISTADRUT EXECUTIVE 
BUREAU, INFORMED EMBOEE THAT HE HAD RECEIVED A PERSONAL 
INVITATION FROM PRIME MINISTER ACHMED OSMAN TO VISIT 
MOROCCO. HE CLAIMED THAT HE HAD THE APPROVAL OP THE ISRAELI 
GOVERNMENT (RABIN AND PERES) POR THIS TRIP AND SAID THAT HE IS 
DEPARTING MAY 31 VIA PARIS, WHERE HE WILL OBTAIN THE 
NECESSARY TRAVEL DOCUMENTS; HE PLANS TO ARRIVE IN RABAT 
EVENING OP MAY 31. 

2. BEN-SIMHON EXPLAINED THAT THE MOROCCAN GOVERNMENT HAD IN- 
PORMED HIM SEVERAL WEEKS AGO THAT HE WOULD BE RECEIVED BY THE 
PRIME MINISTER ANYTIME HE WISHED TO COME TO MOROCCO. 

HOWEVER, HE HAD BEEN WAITING FOR AN EXPLICIT INVITATION, 

WHICH HE HAS NOW RECEIVED. 

CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 
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3. BEN-SIMHON WOULD LIKE TO HAVE AN APPOINTMENT WITH 
AMBASSADOR ANDERSON JUNE I TO EXPLAIN HIS MISSION, AND 
SAID HE WOULD CALL TO SEE IP AN APPOINTMENT IS POSSIBLE. 
HE WILL ALSO ASK IP THE EMBASSY COULD DISCREETLY INQUIRE 
ABOUT AN AUDIENCE WITH THE KING. HE PLANS TO MEET WITH 
THE PRIME MINISTER AND WITH LEADERS OP THE JEWISH 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


COMMUNITY. HOWEVER, IN VIEW OF THIS WEEK'S ELECTIONS 
AND WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS THE "POLITICAL UNCERTAINTIES" 

IN MOROCCO, AND BECAUSE OE HIS OWN STATUS, HE FEELS 

THAT AN AUDIENCE WITH THE KING WOULD MAKE HIS MISSION MORE 

FRUITFUL. 

4. BEN-SIMHON INDICATED TO EMBOEF THAT HIS PRINCIPAL 
OBIECTIVE IS CULTURAL EXCHANGES AND ACCESS TO DOCUMENTARY 
SOURCES ON JEWISH HISTORY IN THE MAGHREB, WHICH HE CLAIMS 
ARE IN POSSESSION OF THE KING AND SEVERAL ROYAL MOROCCAN 
INSTITUTES. 

5. COMMENT: OBVIOUSLY, BEN-SIMHON FEELS THAT HIS TRIP 
WILL ENHANCE HIS PERSONAL POSITION WITHIN THE MOROCCAN 
JEWISH COMMUNITY IN ISRAEL AND THE WORLD ORGANIZATION 
OF WHICH HE IS CHAIRMAN. SINCE HE HAD LOST HIS CHANCE 

TO BECOME A LABOR MEMBER IN THE KNESSET IN THE RECENT 
ELECTION AND SINCE MOST OF THE MOROCCAN JEWISH COMMUNITY 
VOTED FOR LIKUD, HE BELIEVES THAT PERSONAL LINKS WITH 
MOROCCO MIGHT SHORE UP HIS CHANCES FOR A POLITICAL 
COMEBACK. THIS HAS BECOME EVEN MORE IMPORTANT TO 
HIM SINCE HE IS AWARE THT ISRAELI JOURNALIST AMOS 
KENAN AND MK LOVA ELIAV (BOTH DOVES, IN CONTRAST TO 
BEN-SIMHON) HAD ALREADY VISITED MOROCCO. BEN-SIMHON 
BELONGS TO THE RAFI FACTION OF THE LABOR PARTY AND 
HAS BEEN CLOSE TO PERES AND DAYAN. HE HAS BEEN A GOOD 
CONTACT OF THIS EMBASSY. 

LEWIS 
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